
 
Subject Specific Coverage for SPAG 
 

INTENT: 
At Coddington C of E Primary and Nursery School we believe that the grammar of our first language is learnt naturally and implicitly through interactions with 
other speakers and from reading. Explicit knowledge of grammar is, however, very important, as it gives us more conscious control and choice in our language. 
Building this knowledge is best achieved through a focus on grammar within the teaching of reading, writing and speaking. Once our pupils are familiar with a 
grammatical concept [for example ‘modal verb’], they should be encouraged to apply and explore this concept in the grammar of their own speech and writing 
and to note where it is used by others. Young pupils, in particular, use more complex language in speech than in writing, and we build on this, aiming for a 
smooth transition to sophisticated writing. 
 
Pupils will know how to: 

 Punctuation Grammar Spelling 

EYFS Capital letters – Used to denote a proper 
noun or the start of a new sentence 
 
Full stop - A full stop is a punctuation 

mark used to separate sentences. 

Sentence with subject/verb – The boy ran. We follow Read Write inc for initial reading 
and spelling. 

Y1 Question mark - A question mark is a 

punctuation mark, or a symbol, that shows 
that a question has ended. 

 
Exclamation mark - An exclamation 

mark is a punctuation mark which looks 

like a straight line with a dot underneath it. 
It is used to show that an exclamation, an 

Noun phrases - A phrase is a small group of 

words that does not contain a verb. A noun 
phrase includes one noun as well as words 

that describe it, for example: the red shoe.  
Co-ordinating conjunctions - A phrase is a 

small group of words that does not contain 
a verb. A noun phrase includes one noun 

as well as words that describe it, for 
example: the red shoe.  

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-full-stop
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-question-mark
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-an-exclamation-mark
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-an-exclamation-mark
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-phrase
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-phrase
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-phrase


interjection or a statement sentence has 
finished. 

Subordinating conjunctions - A subordinate 

clause needs to be attached to a main 
clause because it cannot make sense on 
its own, although it contains a subject and 
a verb. 
Past and present tense are consistent 

Y2 Inverted commas - Inverted commas (also 

known as speech marks and quotation 
marks) are punctuation marks that show 
us where direct speech starts and ends. 
Commas to separate a list 
 
Apostrophe for omission and possession.  - 
Apostrophes are punctuation marks used 

to show possession and to show 
contraction (also known as 
omission).Can’t Sarah’s pen 

Statement - A statement is the most 

common type of sentence. Statements are 
sentences that express a fact, idea or 
opinion. 

 
Command  
 
Question - A question is a type of sentence 

that we ask or write to gain further 
information from a person or people 
responding. 

 
Exclamation - An exclamation is forceful 

statement which expresses high levels of 
emotion or excitement. 
Adjectives - An adjective is a word used to 

describe and give more information about a 
noun, which could be a person, place or 
object. 

 
Adverbs - An adverb is a word which 

modifies a verb, which means that it tells 
you how, when, where or why something is 
being done. 

 
Because  
But/or/and 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-are-speech-marks
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-an-apostrophe
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-statement
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-question
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-an-exclamation-sentence
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-an-adverb


Y3  Past perfect tense – Yesterday I finished my 
jigsaw. 
 
Present perfect tense – I am finished 
 
Adverbials of time, reason, manner, place. 

Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to 
words of more than one syllable 
The / / ɪ sound spelt y elsewhere than at the 
end of words 
The /ʌ/ sound spelt ou 
Prefixes dis, mis, in, auto, anti, super, intr, sub, 
re 
The suffix –ation 
The suffix –ly 
Words with endings sounding like ‘ure’ 
Endings which sound like ‘sion 
The suffix –ous 
Endings which sound like spelt –tion, –sion, –
ssion, –cian 
Words with the /k/ sound spelt ch 
Words with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ch 
Words ending with the /g/ sound spelt – gue 
and the /k/ sound spelt –que 
Words with the /s/ sound spelt sc 
Words with the /eɪ/ sound spelt ei, eigh, or ey 
Possessive apostrophe with plural words 
Homophones and near-homophones 

Y4 Commas for fronted adverbials  - In the 
middle of the night, I woke up 
 

Past progressive tense – Yesterday I was doing 
my jigsaw. 
 
Present progressive tense – I am doing my 
jigsaw 
 
Fronted Adverbials – Adverbials that strt a 
sentence followed by a comma. 
 
Full range of subordinating and coordinating 
conjunctions. 

Y5 Commas for clarity  
Parentheses  
Dashes  - A dash is a versatile punctuation 

mark that can be used within a sentence 
(instead of brackets or a colon) to 
show parenthesis. 
Brackets  
Commas - A comma is a punctuation mark 

that separates items in a list and marks 
the divisions within sentences. 
Hyphens -  Used to join two words together. 

Modal verbs - A modal verb is a special 

type of verb which changes or affects other 
verbs in a sentence. Modal verbs are used 
to show the level of possibility, indicate 
ability, show obligation or give permission. 

 
Relative clauses - A relative clause is a type 
of subordinate clause that adapts, 
describes or modifies a noun by using a 
relative pronoun (who, that or which). 
Relative pronouns 

Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ spelt –cious or –
tious 
Endings which sound like /ʃəl/ 
Words ending in –ant, –ance/–ancy, –ent, –
ence/–ency 
Words ending in –able and –ible Words ending 
in –ably and –ibly 
Adding suffixes beginning with vowel letters to 
words ending in –fer 
Use of the hyphen 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-dash
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-comma


Y6 Dashes - A dash is a versatile punctuation 

mark that can be used within a sentence 
(instead of brackets or a colon) to 
show parenthesis. 

 
Colons - A colon is a punctuation mark 

that can be used to introduce a list or to 
separate two independent but linked 
clauses. 

 
Semi-colons - A semi-colon is a 

punctuation mark that is used to separate 
two independent (main) clauses that are 
closely related. 

Subjunctive form - The subjunctive is a 

verb form used to express things that could 
or should happen, for example: If I were to 
go... / I demand that he answer! 

Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c 
Words containing the letter-string ough 
Words with ‘silent’ letters (i.e. letters whose 
presence cannot be predicted from the 
pronunciation of the word) 
Homophones and other words that are often 
confused 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-dash
https://www.theschoolrun.com/what-is-a-colon

