
 

 
Subject Specific Coverage for  

RE 

INTENT:  
RE offers distinctive opportunities to promote pupils’ spiritual, cultural, social and moral 

development. RE lessons should offer a structured and safe space during curriculum time for 
reflection. Teaching in RE should engage pupils in discussion, dialogue and debate which 

enables them to make their reasoning clear and which supports their cognitive and linguistic 
development. RE makes a key contribution to enabling pupils to consider British values, 

including tolerance and respect for people who hold different faiths and worldviews. The HMI 
Inspection Framework for schools requires schools to be active in promoting these values, and 
well planned RE is a major part of this work. This is elaborated below. Teaching in RE lessons 

should also allow for timely and sensitive responses to be made to unforeseen events of a 
religious, moral or philosophical nature, whether local, national or global.  

(Nottinghamshire Syllabus – 2021 – 2026) 

EYFS Nottinghamshire Syllabus 
Stories – ‘what stories do Christians love to tell?’   
 
Celebrating – ‘what do we do and how do we feel?’   
 
Questions – questions that puzzle us 
 
Special Days – special signs, special beliefs and special people 
 
Communication and Language 

● children listen with enjoyment to stories, songs and poems from different 
communities and traditions and respond with relevant comments, 
questions or actions;  

● use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, feelings and 
events;  

● answer ‘who’, ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their experiences in 
response to stories, experiences or events from different traditions and 
communities;  

● talk about how they and others show feelings;  
● develop their own narratives in relation to stories they hear from different 

communities.  
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

● children understand that they can expect others to treat their needs, views, 
cultures and beliefs with respect;  

● work as part of a group, taking turns and sharing fairly, understanding that 
groups of people need agreed values and codes of behaviour, including 
adults and children, to work together harmoniously;  



● talk about their own and others’ behaviour and its consequences, and know 
that some behaviour is unacceptable;  

● think and talk about issues of right and wrong and why these questions 
matter;  respond to significant experiences showing a range of feelings 
when appropriate; 

● have a developing awareness of their own needs, views and feelings and be 
sensitive to those of others;  

● have a developing respect for their own cultures and beliefs, and those of 
other people; x show sensitivity to others’ needs and feelings and form 
positive relationships.  

 
Understanding the World  

● children talk about similarities and differences between themselves and 
others, among families, communities and traditions;  

● begin to know about their own cultures and beliefs and those of other 
people;   

● explore, observe and find out about places and objects that matter in 
different cultures and beliefs.  

 
Expressive Arts and Design  

● children use their imagination in art, music, dance, imaginative play, role-
play and stories to represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings;  

● respond in a variety of ways to what they see, hear, smell, touch and taste.  
 
Literacy  

● children access a wide range of books, poems and other written materials 
to ignite their interest.  

 
Mathematics  

● children recognise, create and describe some patterns, sorting and ordering 
objects simply. 

 
Understanding Christianity  
Incarnation F2 – why do Christians perform Nativity plays at Christmas? - Children 
should know that Christians believe that God came to Earth in human form as 
Jesus to show that all people are special. 
 
Salvation F2 – why do Christians put a cross in an Easter garden? - Children should 
know that Christians believe Jesus came to show God’s love and remember Jesus’ 
last week at Easter.  They should recognise that Christians try to show love to 
others. 
 
God/Creation F1 – why is the word God so important to Christians? - Children 
should know that God is a name and understand that Christians believe He is the 
creator of the universe.  Children should be able to discuss how to look after the 
world.  
 
 
 
 
 



Y1 Nottinghamshire Syllabus 
Myself and caring for others – how do we show and care for others? Why does it 
matter? - Children will be able to recall and name the main character in a story 
they have heard, retell a story about caring simply and give an example of how a 
person can show their values.  
 
Celebrations and Festivals – why do Christians and Jews celebrate and why? What 
do Christians and other faiths celebrate and why? - Children will be able to recall 
and name religious festivals, objects and symbols.   
 
Beliefs and teachings - Stories of Jesus - what can we learn from them? How do 
religious stories make a difference to people’s lives? - Children will be able to recall 
and name key figures in the stories of Jesus and retell a story themselves.  
 
Symbols in religious worship and practice - In what way are churches and 
synagogues important to believers? - Children will be able to recall and name key 
objects from a church and a synagogue and ask questions about what happens 
and why in holy buildings.  
 
Understanding Christianity  
Incarnation 1.3 - Why does Christmas matter to Christians? (core learning) - 
Children should be able to recount the story of Jesus’ extraordinary birth in 
Bethlehem. 
 
Salvation 1.5 - Why does Easter matter to Christians? (core learning) - Children 
should know that Easter is important in the ‘big story’ of the Bible. 
 
Creation 1.2 - Who made the world? (core learning) - Children should recognise 
that Christians believe that the Earth and everything in it are important to God. 
 
God 1.1 - What do Christians believe God is like? (core learning) - Children should 
know that Christians believe in God, and that they find out about God in the 
Bible. 
 

Y2 Nottinghamshire Syllabus 
Leaders - What makes some people inspiring to others? Christian and Jewish 
leaders. - Children will be able to recall and name key figures in the stories they 
studied, saying what they did.  They should be able to ask questions about 
leadership and suggest answers.  
 
Believing - What do Jewish people believe about God, creation, humanity and the 
natural world? What are some of the ways Jewish people show their beliefs and 
how they belong? - Children should be able to retell the story of Genesis 1, ask 
questions about God for themselves and express an idea of their own about God.  
 
Belonging - What does it mean to belong? What is it like to belong to the Christian 
religion in Nottinghamshire today? - Children should be able to retell the story of 
Jesus being baptised in the river Jordan, recount how a baby or young adult is 
welcomed into the Christian community and express an idea of their own about 
belonging to God.  
 



Stories - How and why are some stories important in religion? What can we learn 
from them and the Torah? - Children should be able to retell a story from the 
Jewish Bible and respond to big ideas and beliefs in the stories: does God forgive? 
Does God rescue? Does God create?  
 
Understanding Christianity  
Incarnation 1.3 - Why does Christmas matter to Christians? (digging deeper) - 
Children should know that Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth, and that Advent for 
Christians is a time for getting ready for Jesus’ coming. 
 
Salvation 1.5 - Why does Easter matter to Christians? (digging deeper) - Children 
should remember that Christians believe Jesus showed that he was willing to 
forgive all people ad builds a bridge between God and humans.  Children should 
know that Christians believe Jesus rose from the dead, giving people hope of a 
new life. 
 
God 1.1 - What do Christians believe God is like? (digging deeper) - Children should 
recognise that Christians believe God is loving, kind, fair, and also Lord and King. 
 
Creation 1.2 - Who made the world? (digging deeper) - Children should ask 
questions about the relationship between God and human beings. Children 
should illustrate how humans should care for the world because it belongs to 
God. 
 

Y3 Nottinghamshire Syllabus 
Religion and the individual: what matters to Christians?  - What is expected of a 
person in following a religion or belief? - Children should be able to explain three 
or more key Christian beliefs and show that they understand what matters to 
Christians.  
 
Inspirational People in today’s World - What can we learn from great leaders in 
today’s world? - Children should be able to show that they understand how 
inspirational leaders are examples of their religions’ ideals and consider varied 
answers to questions about what makes a person inspiring.  
 
Beliefs and Questions - How do peoples’ beliefs about God, the world and others, 
impact on their lives? - Children should explain the main beliefs of Muslims and 
Hindus about God and show that they understand why the worship of Allah / 
Brahman matters to Muslims and Hindus.  
 
Beliefs in action in the world - How are religious and spiritual thoughts and beliefs 
expressed through art and architecture and in charity and generosity? - Children 
should be able to explain beliefs about the value of sacred space and holy 
buildings to believers in at least two religions.  
 
Understanding Christianity  
Incarnation / God 2A.3 - What is the trinity? (core learning) - Children should 
understand that Jesus was Jewish. 
 



Salvation 2A.5 - Why do Christians call the day Jesus died, Good Friday? (core 
learning) - Children should consider why Christians read the ‘big story’ of the 
Bible, including Gospels and the New Testament 
Creation / Fall 2A.1 - What do Christians learn from the Creation story? (core 
learning) - Children should be able to compare and contrast the poetic account of 
creation from the Bible and contemporary scientific accounts. 
 

Y4 Nottinghamshire Syllabus 
The Journey of Life and Death - Why do some people think life is a journey? Where 
can we go? What do different people think about life after death? (Christianity, 
Hinduism, Islam) - Children should be able to describe four different beliefs about 
life after death and show that they understand why life is like a journey. 
 
Spiritual expression -  Christianity, music and worship - what can we learn? - 
Children should be able to show that they understand how and why Christians 
use music to express beliefs about God and devotion to God.  
 
Symbols and religious expression - How do people express their religious and 
spiritual ideas on Pilgrimages? - Children should be able to describe some religious 
beliefs that underlie the practice of pilgrimages in at least two religions and show 
that they understand why a spiritual journey can change people’s lives, giving 
examples.  
 
Religious family and Community Worship, celebration and way of living? - How do 
Hindu families practice their faith? What are the deeper meanings of some Hindu 
festivals? - Children should be able to describe Hindu beliefs about the gods and 
goddesses and show that they understand what happens at Hindu worship in the 
home or the mandir.  
 
Understanding Christianity  
Incarnation / God 2A.3 - What is the trinity? (digging deeper) - Children should 
discuss how  Christians believe Jesus is the Messiah and that his birth, life, death 
and resurrection were part of God’s plan to restore the relationship between 
humans and God. 
 
Salvation 2A.5 - Why do Christians call the day Jesus died, Good Friday? (digging 
deeper) - Children should discuss the different ways that Christians interpret 
Jesus’ 
death and explore how Christians remember Jesus’ sacrifice through the service 
of Holy Communion 
 
Creation / Fall 2A.1 - What do Christians learn from the Creation story? (digging 
deeper) - Children should be able to compare and contrast the poetic account of 
creation from the Bible and contemporary scientific accounts. 
 

Y5 Nottinghamshire Syllabus 
Beliefs and Questions - What difference does it make to be a Christian? How do 
Christian people’s beliefs about God, Jesus and the world impact their lives?  - 
Children should be able to describe what Christians do at two different festivals 
and connect the celebrations to Bible texts and to beliefs about God.  
 



Inspirational People from the past - What can we learn from inspiring people in 
sacred texts and in the history of religions? Jesus, Mohammad, Moses - Children 
should be able to describe at least one story about each of these key figures: 
Moses, Jesus and Muhammad.  
 
Religion, Family and Community prayer - How do religious families and 
communities practice their faith? (Islam and Christianity) - Children should be able 
to describe how a Muslim prays, describe how a Christian prays and respond 
thoughtfully to beliefs and ideas about prayer.  
 
Worship and Sacred Places - How do people worship? - Children should be able to 
describe four key features of each of three religious buildings: a mosque, a mandir 
and a church.  
 
Understanding Christianity  
Incarnation 2B.4 - Was Jesus the Messiah?  (core learning) - Children should 
contrast the Christian belief that Jesus is the Messiah with the Jewish faith which 
does not think Jesus is the Messiah 
 
Salvation 2B.6 - What did Jesus do to save human beings? - Children should know 
that belief in Jesus’ resurrection confirms to Christians that Jesus is the incarnate 
Son of God, but also hope for life with God, starting now and continuing in a new 
life (Heaven). 
 
God 2B.1 - What does it mean if God is holy and loving? (core learning) - Children 
should understand why Christians believe God is omnipotent, omniscient and 
eternal and explore why Christians believe God is both holy and loving, 
angered by sin and injustice but is also forgiving. 
 
Creation/ Fall 2B.2 - Creation and science, conflicting or complimentary? (core 
learning) -  Children should be able to compare and contrast the poetic account of 
creation from the Bible and contemporary scientific accounts. 
 

Y6 Nottinghamshire Syllabus 
Beliefs in action in the world - How do religions and beliefs respond to global issues 
of human rights fairness, social justice and the importance of the environment? - 
Children should be able to explain the impact of beliefs on how people respond to 
charity and connect two viewpoints about justice and charity: should religious 
people do more to help the poor, or is it everyone’s task?  
 
Teachings Wisdom and Authority - What can we learn by reflecting on words of 
wisdom from religions and world views? - Children should be able to explain the 
impact of beliefs about sacred writings, God and values.  Children should be able 
to explain two viewpoints about why people need wise words to follow.  
 
Beliefs and Action in the world - What was the Holocaust? What can we learn from 
people, including religious figures, who resist discrimination and persecution? What 
examples of resistance to prejudice and discrimination can we learn from today? 
 
Understanding Christianity  



Incarnation 2B.4 - Was Jesus the Messiah? (digging deeper) - Children should 
analyse why Christians see Jesus as their Saviour. 
 
Salvation 2B.7 - What difference does the resurrection make for Christians? - 
Children should explore how Christians believe that Jesus calls them to 
sacrifice their own needs to the needs of others. 
 
God 2B.1 - What does it mean if God is holy and loving? (digging deeper) - Children 
should consider why Christians believe God loves people so much 
that Jesus was born, lived, was crucified and rose again to 
show his love. Children should debate about what God is like. 
 
Creation/ Fall 2B.2 - Creation and science, conflicting or complimentary? (digging 
deeper) - Children should compare and contrast the poetic account of creation 
from the Bible and contemporary scientific accounts. 
 

 


