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School Context 

Coddington C of E Primary and Nursery School is a Large Primary 

school with two forms in each year group. 

We are on the border between Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire, 

though the school falls within the Nottinghamshire Local Authority.   

Newark has links to the Civil war and is the home to the National 

Civil war Centre.  Sherwood Forest is close by, so we like to learn 

about the adventures of Robin Hood. 

We are also a school that was closely linked to a former RAF camp.  

Due to this the children chose to name their houses after famous 

RAF planes.  

We have historically had a low level of deprivation but our current 

percentage of pupil premium is rising and currently stands at XX% 

 

Our pupils come from a mainly white, middle class Christian 

background. We recognise the need to expose children to a range of 

cultural experiences linked to a range of faiths.  

  



 

 

Introduction 

 

Here at Coddington we provide a creative broad and balanced 

curriculum. 

With the new National Curriculum having been introduced by the Government 

in (2014-15) we have been working hard to refresh our school approach and 

provision for pupils. 

What is the basis of our curriculum? 

Our Curriculum is a creative and thematic approach to learning that is mapped 

to the new 2014 Primary National Curriculum to ensure comprehensive coverage 

of national expectations. Our new curriculum will be delivered through Thematic 

Learning Projects, which will provide a rich menu of exciting and motivating 

learning activities that make creative links between all aspects of our children’s 

learning. We believe children learn better when they are encouraged to use their 

imagination and apply their learning to engaging contexts. 

Our new curriculum will provide lots of learning challenges throughout the 

academic year that will require children to solve problems, apply themselves 

creatively and express their knowledge and understanding effectively across the 

curriculum. Cornerstones also provide a rigorous essential skills framework that 

outlines the end of year expectations in all subjects. These essential skills are 

tied to activities, are age related so that staff can track children’s progress, and 

identify their individual learning needs. 

Paper copies of these documents are available free of charge via the school office. 

 

Values and Ethos 

Our whole approach at Coddington Primary School is driven by our 7 Rainbow 

Christian Values which include Respect, Happiness, Friendship, 

Honesty,  Cooperation, Responsibility and Love which together with our School 

motto ’Shining the Light of Learning‘ helps inspire the whole school. 

 



 

Curriculum Vision  

 

INTENT: 

At Coddington, we want our knowledge rich curriculum to be relevant to our 

pupils’ context, environment and interests.  Where possible we will make links 

with the local environment and local history.   

We value our pupils’ interests and seek to engage pupils with quality texts to 

inspire writing linked to curriculum learning. 

We are a Church of England School and we will weave our seven Rainbow 

Values throughout our curriculum. We ensure we are developing the pupils’ 

personal, social, emotional and spiritual understanding. 

 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Teachers start with the interests of the pupils by assessing the pupils’ 

knowledge, prior to planning the units of work, to ensure it is appropriate, 

challenging and engaging for all pupils. 

Using the information in this book, teachers are able to address the key skills 

and concepts that we have decided as a school that all pupils must know before 

they leave Coddington. 

We aim to build challenge for all pupils.  We will track all groups of vulnerable 

pupils through school to close the attainment gap, giving all pupils the 

opportunity to be successful. 

 

IMPACT: 

By the time pupils leave Coddington Primary School, we want them to have a 

broad and deep understanding of all areas of the National curriculum.  We want 

the pupils to understand how this relates to their local context.   

We want all pupils to be able to be caring, empathetic and self-motivated.  We 

want all pupils to demonstrate an understanding and a warmth to all groups in 

society regardless of faith, sexuality or disability.    

  



 

 

 

 

Religious 

Education 

“The God who existed 

before any religion counts 

on you to make the 

oneness of the human 

family known and 

celebrated.” 

Desmond Tutu 

However many holy words you 

read, however many you speak, 

what good will they do you if you 

do not act on upon them? 

Buddha 



Locally Agreed RE syllabus 

 

As a Church of England Primary under the Diocese of Nottingham 

and Southwell we follow the agreed syllabus. 

“Religious Education for all” forms the basis of our RE teaching 

across the school. 

 

We also follow understanding Christianity. 

 

  



Concepts in RE  

Key concepts: God, Creation and Fall, People of God, incarnation, 

Gospel, Salvation, Kingdom of God  

Progression  

Concept  Keystage  What understanding and using that concept looks like  

God 

Fundamental 

to Christian 

belief is the 

existence of 

God, Father, 

Son and Holy 

Spirit 

EYFS Know that God is a name  

KS1 Know that Christians believe in God, and that they find out 

about God in the Bible. 

Recognise that Christians believe God is loving, kind, fair, and 

also Lord and King.  

Remember that Christians worship God, and try to live in 

ways that please him. 

KS2 Understand why Christians believe God is omnipotent, 

omniscient and eternal 

Explore why Christians believe God is both holy and loving, 

angered by sin and injustice but is also forgiving. 

Consider why Christians believe God loves people so much 

that Jesus was born, lived, was crucified and rose again to 

show his love. 

Debate about what God is like 

Creation & 

Fall 

The universe 

and human 

life are God’s 

good creation. 

Humans are 

made in the 

image of God 

but they have 

a tendency to 

go their own 

way; this 

attitude is 

called sin.  

 

EYFS Understand that Christians believe that God is the creator of 

the universe  

Discuss how to look after the world that Christians believe 

God made  

KS1 Recognise that Christians believe that the Earth and 

everything in it are important to God  

Ask questions about the relationship between God and human 

beings  

Illustrate how humans should care for the world because it 

belongs to God  

KS2 Compare and contrast the poetic account of creation from the 

Bible and contemporary scientific accounts.  

 

People of God  

people who 

will model 

a restored 

relationship 

with God, 

who will 

attract all 

other people 

back 

to God 

EYFS  Listen to stories about the People of God  

KS1  Discuss stories about the People of God  

KS2 Trace the people of God throughout the Bible: Abraham, Jacob 

to David  

Explore stories from the Bible and analyse how Christians 

today apply these ideas to living today  

Explore how Christians see the Christian Church as part of 

the ongoing story of the People of God, and try to live in a way 

that attracts others to God, for example as light in the world. 



Incarnation  

Jesus is God’s 

answer — the 

Messiah and 

Saviour, who 

will repair 

the effects of 

sin and the 

Fall and offer 

a way for 

humans to be 

at one with 

God again. 

EYFS Know that Christians believe that God came to Earth in 

human form as Jesus to show that all people are special  

KS1 Recount the story of Jesus’ extraordinary birth in Bethlehem  

Know that Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth, and that Advent 

for Christians is a time for getting ready for Jesus’ coming.  

KS2 Understand that Jesus was Jewish. 

Discuss Christians believe Jesus is the Messiah and that his 

birth, life, death and resurrection were part of God’s plan to 

restore the relationship between humans and God.  

Contrast this belief with the Jewish faith which does not think 

Jesus is the Messiah 

Analyse why Christians see Jesus as their Saviour 

Gospel  

Jesus’ life, 

teaching and 

ministry 

which 

embodies 

what it is like 

to be one of 

the people of 

God. 

EYFS  Know that Christians believe that god loves everyone 

KS1 Know that Christians believe Jesus brings good news for all 

people including being loved by God, and being forgiven for 

bad things. 

Talk about how Jesus is a friend to the poor and friendless. 

Consider Jesus’ teachings about how to live the right way. 

KS2 Analyse how ‘good news’ is not just about setting an example 

for good behaviour and challenging bad behaviour: Christians 

believe that Jesus offers a way to heal the damage done by 

human sin. 

Explore how Christians believe that they should bring this 

good news to life in the world  

Salvation  

Jesus’ death 

and 

resurrection 

effect the 

rescue or 

salvation of 

humans 

EYFS Know that Christians believe Jesus cam eto show God’s love 

and remember Jesus’ last week at Easter  

Recognise that Christians try to show love to others.  

KS1 Know that Easter is important in the ‘big story’ of the Bible.  

Remember that Christians believe Jesus showed that he was 

willing to forgive all people ad builds a bridge between God 

and humans  

Know that Christians believe Jesus rose from the dead, giving 

people hope of a new life.  

KS2 Consider why Christians read the ‘big story’ of the Bible, 

including Gospels and the New Testament  

Discuss the different ways that Christians interpret Jesus’ 

death and explore how Christians remember Jesus’ sacrifice 

through the service of Holy Communion 

Know that belief in Jesus’ resurrection confirms to Christians 

that Jesus is the incarnate Son of God, but also hope for life 

with God, starting now and continuing in a new life (Heaven). 

Explore how Christians believe that Jesus calls them to 

sacrifice their own needs to the needs of others  

Kingdom of 

God  

The idea of 

the ‘Kingdom 

of God’ 

reflects God’s 

ideal for 

human life. 

EYFS Listen to parables and stories from the Bible  

KS1 Know that parables often try to teach Christians lessons about 

how to live their life.  

KS2 Explore the parables about the Kingdom of 

God and consider what they mean.  

Consider why many Christians challenge unjust social 

structures in their locality and in the world. 



 

 

 

At Coddington Primary and Nursery School we aim for all our children to 

become fluent, confident readers who are passionate about reading. 

 

  

Children who read regularly or are read to regularly have the opportunity 

to open the doors to so many different worlds! More importantly, reading 

will gives them the tools to become independent life-long learners. 

We can achieve this as a school through: 
 -Read Write Inc, a program to help children read at school 
 -Encouraging children to develop a love of books by reading to them daily.  
 -Giving children access to a wide range of books at school. 
 -Encouraging parents to involved in their child’s reading journey. 

  

At Coddington we use Read Write Inc Phonics (RWI) to give our children 

the best possible start with their English skills.  

  

What is Read Write Inc? 

Read Write Inc (RWI) is a phonics complete literacy programme which 

helps all children learn to read fluently and at speed so they can focus on 

developing their skills in comprehension, vocabulary and spelling.  The 

programme is designed for children aged 4-7. However, at Coddngton we 

begin the programme in Nursery and will continue teaching RWI to 

children beyond the age of 7 if they still need support in their reading. 

RWI was developed by Ruth Miskin and more information on this can be 

found at https://ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/. 
  

 

  

  

https://ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/


  

 

We share the belief that Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-

connected discipline that has been developed over centuries, 

providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. 

It is essential to everyday life, critical to science, technology and 

engineering, and necessary for financial literacy and most forms of 

employment. A high-quality mathematics education therefore 

provides a foundation for understanding the world, the ability to 

reason mathematically, an appreciation of the beauty and power of 

mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity about the 

subject. 

Our mastery approach makes use of the Maths no Problem scheme 

and reasoning activities to deepen the pupils understanding of 

Mathematics. 

 

Our children use the TT Rockstars website to practise and develop 

their times table knowledge. Success is shared weekly in our Shine 

assemblies.  This is also supporting the children in their preparation 

for the Multiplication Challenge, which is sat in Year 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

History   

“Whether you like history or not, there’s no denying 

the impact it leaves on us.” 

The Passage of Time 

“Those who fail to learn 

from history are 

condemned to repeat it.” 

Winston Churchill. 1948. 



Concepts in History 

Key concepts: chronology, significance, & evidence  

Progression of Key Concepts 

  

Concept  Keystage  What understanding and using that 

concept looks like  

Significance  

The 

consequences 

of past 

events on the 

present.  

EYFS Ask questions to find out what happened 

KS1 Ask questions about how something 

happened, or came to be and describe 

what happened afterwards (cause and 

effect)  

KS2 Explain why an event changed the future 

and how it impacts on our lives today 

(cause and effect)  

Chronology  

The order in 

which events 

happen 

EYFS Be able to correctly use the terms today, 

tomorrow and yesterday to talk about 

chronology  

KS1 Be able to correctly use the terms old, 

new, week, month and year to talk about 

chronology and create personal timelines 

for their lives 

KS2 Be able to correctly use the terms 

ancient, modern, AD, BC, century and 

decade to talk about chronology and 

create timelines to show how these relate 

to one another. 

Evidence  

An available 

body of facts 

or 

information 

indicating 

whether a 

belief is 

valid.  

EYFS Be able to use primary sources to talk 

about what has happened  

KS1 Be able to use primary and secondary 

sources, and synthesise these, to talk 

about what has happened 

KS2 Use critical thinking to discuss the 

reliability of sources by exploring 

perspectives of people and times from the 

past and present.  
 

 



Geography   

Geography   

is an earthly 

subject, but a 

heavenly 

science. 

Edmund Burke 

Geography is the 

study of earth as 

the home of 

people 

Yi-Fu Tuan  



Concepts in Geography  

Key concepts: place, space, sustainability, change  

Progression of Key Concepts 

 Concept  Keystage  What understanding and using that concept looks 

like  

Place 

A particular 

position, 

point, or area 

in space: a 

location 

EYFS Describe places which are important to them, i.e. 

home, classroom, school and local places.   

KS1 Be able to locate particular places on simple maps 

and atlases i.e. UK countries, capital cities, world 

continents and oceans.  

KS2 Compare the position of two places in relation to 

one another using maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 

photographs and Geographical Information 

Systems (GIS) i.e. countries, regions and time 

zones across the world 

Space  

The 

dimensions of 

height, depth, 

and width 

within which 

things exist 

and move. 

 

EYFS Identify large and small spaces in relation to their 

size i.e. a small tunnel, a big playing field.  

KS1 Describe the features of an environment i.e. name 

physical and human features in the jungle, the 

ocean, a town. 

KS2 Explain how the features of an environment/space 

affect its use i.e. people settle near natural 

resources.  

Sustainability  

The capacity 

of earth to 

maintain life.  

EYFS Recognise that classroom/home resources must be 

taken care of in order for us to use them in the 

future.   

KS1 Describe how people take care of resources/spaces 

locally i.e. building plastic bottle greenhouses, 

using water butts in the garden. 

KS2 Analyse the impact of human use of natural 

resources and determine if this can be maintained 

i.e. exploring impact of plastic use on the world’s 

oceans  

Change 

The way in 

which the 

world is 

transformed 

by physical 

and human 

processes.  

EYFS Identify physical and human changes in the local 

area i.e. in weather, new buildings erected.  

KS1 Relate the link between physical features and 

human use i.e. cold polar regions cannot be used 

for farming, towns are built near rivers and 

natural resources.  

KS2 Explain how human use of natural resources has 

impacted the Earth i.e. impact of burning fossil 

fuels on world temperatures and the implication of 

that.  



  

Science 

“The art and 

science of 

asking 

questions is the 

source of all 

knowledge.” 

Thomas Berger 

 

“I am among 

those who think 

that science 

has great 

beauty.”  

Marie Curie 



Concepts in Science 

Key concepts: life, energy, matter, being scientific 

Progression of Key Concepts  

 

Concept  Keystage  What understanding and using that 

concept looks like  

Life  
the condition 

that 

distinguishes 

animals and 

plants from 

inorganic 

matter 

EYFS Identify and describe common animals and 

plants.  

KS1 Recognise the differences and similarities 

between living things. 

KS2 Explore a range of plants, animals and 

microbes to develop an understanding of 

the characteristics of life.  

Energy 
Power 

derived from 

the use of 

physical or 

chemical 

resources 

EYFS Identify and describe simple forces, 

including pushes and pulls  

KS1 Recognise and explain how energy supports 

life on earth.  

KS2 Explore and evaluate the characteristics of 

different forms of energy including 

movement, electricity, sound and light. 

Matter  
Physical 

substance 

which 

occupies 

space and 

possesses 

rest mass 

EYFS Experience, explore and describe a range of 

common materials.   

KS1 Develop an understanding of a range of 

different materials, their properties and 

their uses.  

KS2 Compare and explain how the properties of 

different materials impacts the way that 

they respond to change.   

Being 

scientific 
Investigating 

in a 

systematic 

and 

methodical 

way. 

EYFS Explore, describe and question the world 

around them.  

KS1 Ask questions and seek out answers 

through observation, exploration and 

testing.   

KS2 With increasing independence; hypothesise, 

experiment, record, report, compare, 

interpret, and draw conclusions by applying 

previous and new learning.  
 



    

The aim and final end of 

all music should be none 

other than the glory of 

God and the refreshment 

of the soul.  

Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

“Music is one of the most powerful 

things the world has to offer. No matter 

what race or religion or nationality or 

sexual orientation or gender that you 

are, it has the power to unite us.” 

Lady Gaga 

 

 

Music 



Concepts in Music  

Key concepts: shape, communication, comprehension  

Progression of Key Concepts  

Concept  Keystage  What understanding and using that concept looks 

like  
Shape  

Music can take 

on an endless 

array of shapes 

through 

manipulating 

the pitch, 

duration, 

dynamics, 

tempo, timbre, 

texture and 

structure.   

EYFS Hear elements of musical shape (i.e. high, low, loud, 

soft, long, short, fast, slow, steady beat) 

KS1 Identify and describe elements of musical shape using 

simple language (i.e. high, low, loud, soft, long, short, 

fast, slow)  

Identify simple time signatures (3/4 and 4/4)  

Interpret early musical notation and link it to the 

simple language of musical shape (crotchets, quavers, 

minims)  

KS2 Identify and describe elements of musical shape using 

technical language – pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 

timbre, structure & rhythm  

Interpret more complex musical notation on a stave 

(treble clef) and link it to the language of musical 

shape (uneven quavers, dotted crotchets and minims) 

Communication  

Shaping music 

to represent 

something real 

or express an 

emotion, mood 

or message  

 

(Composer talk)  

EYFS Copy and keep a steady beat  

Compose and improvise music (including song), using 

their early knowledge of musical shape, using a 

variety of resources and instruments. 

KS1 Copy, keep and compose a rhythm 

Copy and keep a steady beat in  given time signature 

(3/4 or 4/4) 

Compose and improvise music (including song), using 

their developing knowledge of musical shape and 

comprehension to express themselves.  

KS2 Compose music (including song and ensemble) 

deliberately and justify their choice of shape using 

their deeper knowledge of musical comprehension.  

Comprehension  

Critically 

ascribe meaning 

to a piece of 

music is 

conveying  

 

(Listener talk)  

 

EYFS Say how a piece of music makes them feel  

KS1 Say how a piece of music makes them feel using simple 

musical shape language to give reasons why.  

KS2 Say how a piece of music makes them feel using more 

technical language of musical shape to justify their 

response.  

Talk about the way that peoples’ experiences linked to 

time and culture affect the way a piece of music is 

comprehended (i.e. rap music). 

 

 



Art   

Clay can be 

dirt in the 

wrong hands, 

but clay can be 

art in the right 

hands. 

 Lupita Nyong'o 

“The true 

work of art 

is but a 

shadow of 

the divine 

perfection.” 

Michelangelo 



Concepts in Art  

Key concepts: composition, communication and comprehension 

Progression of Key Concepts 

  

Concept  Keystage  What understanding and using that concept looks like  

Composition  

Art can take on 

an endless 

array of shapes 

through the 

manipulation of 

colour, pattern, 

texture, 

line, shape, 

form and space. 

EYFS Name artistic elements (e.g. colours, patterns, textures, 

lines, shapes, forms and spaces) in a range of artwork 

(e.g. in their own work, or that of artists)  

KS1 Identify and describe artistic elements (e.g. colours, 

patterns, textures, lines, shapes, forms and spaces) in a 

variety of artistic styles (e.g. cubist, pop art, 

impressionist, contemporary, abstract)   

Recreate specific elements (e.g. colours, patterns, 

textures, lines, shapes, forms and spaces) of an artistic 

styles  

 

KS2 Compare and contrast artistic styles (e.g. cubist, pop art, 

impressionist, contemporary, abstract) using technical 

language linked to artistic elements. 

Recreate artists’ work in a range of different artistic 

styles  

 

Communication  

Creating art to 

represent 

something real 

or express an 

emotion, mood 

or message  

 

(Artist Talk) 

EYFS Experiment with artistic elements (e.g. colours, 

patterns, textures, lines, shapes, forms and spaces) in 

their own pieces of art.  

KS1 Apply their knowledge and understanding of artistic 

elements and different artistic styles to create their own 

pieces of art.  

KS2 Justify their use of artistic elements and different 

artistic styles to make deliberate choices about their own 

pieces of art. 

 

Comprehension  

Critically 

ascribe 

meaning to a 

piece of art  

 

(Critic Talk) 

 

EYFS Identify how a piece of art makes them feel  

KS1 Describe how a piece of art makes them feel using 

simple language linked to artistic elements to give 

reasons why.  

Analyse how artists’ make deliberate choices about 

composition in order to have an effect on the audience. 

KS2 Explain how a piece of art makes them feel using more 

technical language linked to artistic elements and style 

to justify their response.  

Investigate how artists’ deliberate choices about 

composition have different effects on the audience, based 

on their personal experiences and values.  

 

  



Physical 

Education   

“Sports teaches you character, it teaches you to 

play by the rules, it teaches you to know what it 

feels like to win and lose-it teaches you about life.“ 

Billie Jean King 



Concepts in PE  

Key concepts:  

Progression of Key Concepts  

 

Concept  Keystage  What understanding and using that concept looks 

like  

Resilience  

The capacity 

to recover 

quickly from 

difficulties 

and face the 

unfamiliar 

 

 

EYFS  Willing to try new activities  

Identify when help is needed  

KS1 Adapt well to increasingly challenging situations 

and activities   

Apply performance-based feedback in order to 

improve  

KS2 Demonstrate improvement based on self-evaluation 

and performance-based feedback  

Perceive challenge as an opportunity rather than a 

threat  

Skill 

The ability 

to do 

something 

well; 

expertise  

EYFS Show good control and co-ordination in large 

movements (e.g. walking, running, skipping, 

climbing) 

Show good control in smaller movements (e.g. 

throwing, catching and kicking) 

KS1 Refine basic large and small movements and apply 

in a range of activities  

KS2 Apply refined large and small movements in a range 

of competitive activities 

Fitness  

The 

condition of 

being 

physically fit 

and healthy 

EYFS Recognise ways to be healthy 

Choose to take part in physical activities   

KS1 Know how nutrition and healthy lifestyles improve 

physical fitness  

Take part in strenuous activity  

KS2 Apply knowledge of nutrition and healthy lifestyles 

to improve physical fitness  

Take part in sustained, strenuous activity  

Competition  

Striving to 

gain or win 

EYFS Understand and follow the rules of a team game  

Work as part of a group  

KS1 Develop simple tactics for attack, defence and 

performance in order to improve  

Explore different roles within team  

KS2 Analyse previous performance of themselves and 

others in order to improve  

Strategically deploy individual talents within a 

team 
 



Computing   

“Those who can 

imagine anything, can 

create the impossible.” 

Alan Turing 

“I think it's fair to say that personal 

computers have become the most 

empowering tool we've ever 

created. They're tools of 

communication, they're tools of 

creativity, and they can be shaped 

by their user.” 

Bill Gates 



Concepts in Computing 

Key Concepts: Safety, creation and coding  

Progression in Key Concepts 

 

  

Concept Keystage What understanding and using that concept look 

like 

Safety 

the condition of 

being protected 

from or 

unlikely to 

cause danger or 

risk online  

 

 

EYFS Use online activities with the support and 

permission of adults.  

Ask adults before sharing information about 

themselves online 

KS1 Know that people sometimes behave differently 

online  

Understand the interconnected nature of the 

internet and how sharing information can be a good 

thing, but must be done so with boundaries to keep 

us safe. 

KS2 Understand their responsibilities as a digital 

citizen.   

Recognise risk by thinking critically about the 

information they read on line and the information 

they share with others (e.g. though social media, 

apps and games)  

Creation 

Using 

technology to 

bringing 

something into 

existence 

EYFS Select and use technological devices to capture 

images, sounds and mark making. 

KS1 Combine media from multiple sources to create a 

new piece of work digitally. 

KS2 Select, manipulate, edit and create digital media 

from a wide range of sources to create a 

representation of a concept or data set. 

Coding  

Computational 

thinking to 

compose a 

program which 

achieves a 

specific goal. 

EYFS Understand that technology plays a role in our 

lives.  Understand cause and effect (Inputs and 

outputs) 

KS1 Compose a simple set of instructions to complete a 

task (Algorithm).  Understand when these 

instructions need to be altered or changed. (Debug) 

KS2 Combine instructions and concepts (Loop, 

Selection, Logic) to complete more complex tasks.  

Use abstraction and prediction to understand how 

a program will behave and make changes to control 

this. 



 

 

 

DT   

“There are three 

responses to a piece of 

design—yes, no and wow!” 

Milton Glaser 

“Technology, like art, is a soaring 

exercise of the human imagination.” 

Daniel Bell 

“Design is intelligence 

made visible.” 

Alina Wheeler 



Concepts in Design Technology 

Key concepts: user, implementation and innovation 

Progression of Key Concepts  

 

Concept  Keystage  What understanding and using that 

concept looks like  
User 
A person 

who uses or 

operates 

something 

 

EYFS Ask questions to find out who the product is for 

and how it can be used. Say what they like about 

the product. 

KS1 Identify who the product is for and why it is 

useful.  

Compare alternatives of the same product. 

KS2 Understand how the needs of the user led to the 

creation of the product.  

Recognise that some products meet the needs of 

the user more appropriately. 

Implement

ation 

The process 

of putting a 

decision or 

plan into 

effect; 

execution 

  

EYFS Use construction kits and tools safely for cutting, 

shaping, joining and finishing to make own 

products.  

Say why techniques and resources were chosen. 

KS1 Select and use a range of different techniques and 

tools.  

Consider the effectiveness of these. 

KS2 Accurately use precise techniques to produce high 

quality products that fulfil a need.  

Determine the effectiveness throughout, making 

adjustments to improve the product. 

Innovation 

The act of 

creating a 

new 

method, 

idea, or 

product 

EYFS Explore imaginatively and create new products.  

Say why resources and techniques were chosen. 

KS1 Generate, develop, model and communicate 

possible improvements. Respond to design 

criteria. 

KS2 Combine detailed design ideas with a continuous 

evaluation process, testing different alternatives 

before creating a final product.  

Use research and develop design criteria based on 

the user’s need. 
 



  

Languages 

“With languages, 

you are at home 

anywhere.” 

Roger Bacon 

“If you talk to a man 

in a language he 

understands, it goes 

to his head. If you talk 

to a man in his 

language that goes to 

his heart” 

Nelson Mandela 

“To speak a language is 

to take on a world, a 

culture.” 

Frantz Fanon  



Concepts in Languages  

Key concepts: communication, culture   

Progression of Key Concepts  

 

Concept  Key 

stage  

What understanding and using that concept 

looks like  

Commun

ication  
Expression 

of ideas 

and 

thoughts 

using 

language 

and to 

understand 

and 

respond to 

other 

speakers 

EYFS 

 

Listen and respond to the spoken word in their home language  

Communicate with others in their home language using 

simple words, phrases and short sentences 

Explore the patterns and sounds of their home language to 

help develop accurate pronunciation and intonation 

Recognise and understand some familiar written words and 

phrases in their home language and show awareness of sound-

spelling links 

KS1 Listen attentively in English and understand more complex 

phrases and sentences 

Use simple conjunctions to build more complex sentences 

when speaking in English and present information to others 

Read a variety of short simple texts in different formats and in 

different contexts, in English. Focus on correct pronunciation 

and intonation, using tone of voice and gesture to convey 

meaning when reading aloud 

Write short texts, in English, and use a dictionary to check the 

spelling of words. 

KS2 Listen attentively and understand phrases and sentences in a 

foreign language 

Use simple conjunctions to build more complex sentences 

when speaking and present information to others in a foreign 

language 

Read a variety of short simple texts in different formats and in 

different contexts in a foreign language. Focus on correct 

pronunciation and intonation, using tone of voice and gesture 

to convey meaning when reading aloud 

Write short texts in a foreign language and use a dictionary to 

check the spelling of words. 

Culture  
The ideas, 

customs, 

and social 

behaviour 

of a 

particular 

people or 

society 

EYFS Recognise what’s important in British Culture  

KS1 Study the culture of another country by exploring 

popular religious beliefs, customs, food and music.  

KS2 Explore cultural stereotypes and justify why they are 

flawed and inaccurate  

 

  



PSHE   

“Do not judge me by my 

successes, judge me by 

how many times I fell 

down and got back up 

again.” 

Nelson Mandela 



Concepts in PSHE  

Key concepts: relationships, health, identity, equality, safety  

Progression of Key Concepts  

Concept  Key 

stage  

What understanding and using that concept looks like  

Relationship 

The way in 

which two or 

more people 

or groups 

regard and 

behave 

towards each 

other. 

EYFS Name people who are special to me: both friends and family members  

KS1 Know how important family and friendships are in making us feel happy, 

loved and secure  

Describe the characteristics of friendship (e.g. respect, trustworthiness, 

kindness, loyalty, generosity trust) and use this to develop strong friendships   

KS2 Describe the characteristics of a healthy family life and relate these to their 

own circumstances.  

Recognise the importance of respect in all relationships and use this to resolve 

conflicts  

Know that a person’s body belongs to them, and how to respond safely (e.g. 

permission seeking)   

Health  

a person's 

mental or 

physical 

condition 

EYFS Name a range of emotions  

Know that it is possible to both physically and mentally healthy  

KS1 Judge how they are feeling and whether how they are behaving is appropriate  

Know what bullying is and its impact on mental wellbeing  

Describe the impact of rest, diet, hobbies and exercise on emotional and 

physical wellbeing  

KS2 Examine how their choices will impact on their physical and mental health 

(e.g. use of drugs, tobacco, diet, exercise)  

Establish what support is available when choices go wrong.  

Identity  

the fact of 

being who or 

what a person 

is 

EYFS Talk about things that I like  

Name people who are special to me and talk about what they like.  

Say at least three things that people like about me.  

KS1 Understand that I am unique and that people think differently to me  

Recognise my personal achievements (e.g. recognise increased confidence or 

resilience: recognise academic achievement) 

KS2 Identify my own beliefs and values; know how they fit into a diverse society. 

Express pride in my personality, appearance and accomplishments.  

Know the importance of avoiding stereotypes  

Safety  

the condition 

of being 

protected 

from or 

unlikely to 

cause danger, 

risk, or injury 

EYFS Recognise danger and know that there are things I can do to keep myself safe 

(e.g. who I can talk to, where I can go in emergencies)  

KS1 Know how to keep themselves safe (e.g. on and offline) 

Make safe choices for myself and others (e.g. permission seeking, areas of our 

bodies are private, knowing how to call for an ambulance) 

Know who to report abuse or concerns to 

KS2 Take responsibility to keep themselves and others safe (e.g. on/offline) 

Analyse levels of risk and make informed choices  

Know where to access advice for themselves and others 

Equality  

the state of 

being equal, 

especially in 

status, rights, 

or 

opportunities 

EYFS Talk about how we are the same and different: respect and celebrate each 

other's differences 

Use courtesy and manners with everyone  

KS1 Recognise that others’ families sometimes look different from their own  

Treat everyone with respect, and expect respect from others in return  

Identify our rights and responsibilities 

KS2 Understand the term equality and explore the subtle differences in fairness 

and equality  

Challenge negative attitudes and stereotypes (race, gender, disability, religion 

or belief, sexual orientation, age) 

Explain how their actions affect themselves and others, and explore others’ 

feelings and points of view. 

 

 



OUR CURRICULUM 

 

These overarching titles cover a range of curriculum subjects.  Where 

possible these are linked to English, Mathematics and Science.  Where these 

links cannot be made core subjects are taught as discreet sessions. 

 

The INTENT, IMPLEMENTATION AND IMPACT for each unit of work is 

detailed with the Medium Term planning documents. 

Nursery Foundation Y1 Y2 
Marvellous Me 

Colours, Celebrations 

& Christmas 

Winter, Arctic & 

Antarctic animals  

Spring Growing 

things - plants & 

vegetables 

Exploring the local 

environment, 

buildings & transport 

Summer & the 

seaside 

 

Superheroes 

Sparkle and 

shine 

Why can't we eat 

chocolate for 

breakfast? 

Alive! 

People who help 

us 

Wonderful water 

 

Superheroes 

Paws Claws and 

Whiskers 

Dinosaur Planet 

Moon Zoom 

Bright Lights Big 

City 

Enchanted 

Woodlands 

 

Blue Planet 

Great 

Explorations 

A little help from 

our friends 

Epic Engineers 

Gardeners world 

Creepy Crawlies. 

 

 

Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

My place in the 

World 

Flow 

Predators 

Stone Age Tales 

Greek Gods 

Mighty Metals 

 

The Romans 

USA 

Anglo Saxon and 

Vikings 

Potions 

Castles 

The abyss 

 

Great Hucklow 

Pharaohs 

Stargazers 

Off with her head 

Fantasy worlds 

Beast Creator. 

Blood Heart  

Hola Mexico  

Spy School  

Revolution 

Whitby  

Gallery Rebels 

Please see individual Medium Term Plans for details of curriculum coverage 

in each unit of work.  

 

 

 


